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part of this book will expound them in a concise form as a special system of Vitalism.
In order to appraise the merit of other investigations of the vitalistic question we must go back a few years.
In the year 1899 Paul Nikolaus Cossmann published his Elemente der empirischen Teleologie: which was really complete in 1897. This book specially sets out to frame a logical definition of the concept teleology, and accordingly has several points of contact with Kant's Critique of Judgment. In its study of actual natural science it is only " formally teleological " ; and besides, Cossmann understands just as little as Wolff, and as I myself in my first writings, the difference between static and dynamic teleology.
Causality, he considers, has universal but not exclusive validity, and he places teleology beside it as a maxim of judgment. It deals with necessary associations, for the idea of necessity is ever larger than that of causality. The general formula: C (Cause) = f (E) (Effect), suffices for the causal theory, the words " cause " and ** effect " being used in a very general sense as summarising the totality of everything which comes into consideration. Teleology is expressed by the formula M = f (A, S), in which M indicates Medium, and A, S, Antecedent and Consequent.
The functional sign indicates in both cases logical dependence or logical affinity of meaning.
Even if Cossmann does not solve the problem " Vitalism or Mechanism ? " he at least determines in a positive sense the validity of a profoundly